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Art Unit: 2683 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 11, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Consider claim 11, 
page 18, lines 3, the phrase "mating element or located in the belt clip" 
page 18, line 4, the phrase "car clip, or clothing carrier" 

renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following 
the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See IVIPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Consider claim 12, 
Page 19, line 3, the phrase "mating element or located in the clip" 
Page 19, line 4, the phrase "or the clothing carrier" 

renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following 
the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



Application/Control Number: 10/042,866 
Art Unit: 2683 



(e) the Invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 14-19, 22-24, 26-27, 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being anticipated by Berstic et al. (Patent No. 6,408,187). 

Consider claim 1 , Berstis teaches a method for altering an operational 
aspect of a mobile electronic device (Col 3, lines 21-30 teach electronic device 
under number of operation which would be altering operation) the method 
comprising: providing a sensor associated with the mobile electronic device (Col 

3, lines 52-56 teach sensor associated with electronic device) determining 
whether the sensor is coupled to a mating element associated with the sensor 
(Col 8, lines 58-64 teach coupled with sensor) developing a signal in the sensor 
(Col 6, lines 65-67 teach sensor multiple type which would be as developing 
sensor signal) the signal determined by whether the sensor is coupled to the 
mating element (Col 8, lines 58-60 teach sensor coupled) receiving the signal in 
a processor (Col 3, lines 56-67, Col 1 1 , lines 1-2 teach processor and received 
signal) and altering a characteristic of the mobile electronic device based on the 
received sensor signal (Col 4, lines 31-41 , Col 1 1 , lines 1-2 teach altering and 
sensor signal) 

Consider claims 2 and 23, Berstis teaches the method wherein the 
altering step alters a user interface characteristic of the mobile electronic device 
(Col 3, lines 53-54, Col 4, line 29-30 teach altering and electronic device included 
interface). 
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Consider claims 3, 16 and 24, Berstis teaches tlie method wherein the 
altering step alters a radio frequency (RF) characteristic of the mobile electronic 
device (Col 6. lines 41-43 teach altering and (RF) frequency). 

Consider claims 5 and 26, Berstic teaches the method/logic configure 
further comprising altering a user interface characteristic based upon a sensor 
signal determined by the mating element if the determining step concludes that 
the sensor is coupled to a mating element (Col 8, lines 51-64 teaches sensor is 
coupled and mating element which would be multiple number of electronic 
device). 

Consider claims 6 and 27, Berstic teaches The method of claim 1 , further 
comprising altering a radio frequency (RF) characteristic based upon a sensor 
signal determined by the mating element if the determining step concludes that 
the sensor is coupled to a mating element (Col 6, lines 41-43, Col 8, lines 51-64 
teach alternate (RF) and sensor is coupled to mating element). 

Consider claims 8, 18 and 29, Berstic teaches the method wherein the 
user interface characteristic is dynamically adjustable by a users of the mobile 
electronic device (Col 4, lines 21-26 teach interface and adjustable). 
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Consider claims 7, 17 and 28, Berstic teaches tlie metliod wherein the 
user interface characteristic predetermined and stored in a memory associated 
with the processor (Col 3, lines 53-61 teaches interface, store/memory 
associated with processor). 

Consider claims 9, 19 and 30, Berstic teaches the method wherein the 
RF characteristic is predetermined and stored in a memory associated with the 
processor (Col 3, lines 57-61 , Col 6, lines 42-43 teaches processor associated 
with store/memory and RF). 

Consider claim 14, Berstic teaches the system of claim 12, wherein the 
sensor is coupled to the mating element and the mating element determines the 
sensor signal (Col 8, lines 52-60 teach sensor is coupled and mating element 
such as multiple electronic device). 

Consider claim 15, Berstic teaches the system wherein the sensor signal 
causes the logic to alter a user interface characteristic of the mobile electronic 
device (Col 8, lines 60-65 teach sensor altering lights). 

Consider claim 22, Berstic teaches a computer readable medium having a 
program (Col 3, lines 30-32, 60-21 teach computer, read and program) for 
altering an operational aspect of a mobile electronic device, the program 
comprising logic configured to perform the steps of (Col 3, lines 21-30 Col 4, 
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lines, 31-35 teacli alternate and program) determining whether a sensor 
associated with the mobile electronic device is coupled to a mating element 
associated with the sensor (Col 8, lines 58-67, Col 9, lines 1-10 teach sensor is 
coupled and mating element) developing a signal in the sensor (Col 3, lines 56- 
67, Col 1 1 , lines 1-2 teach signal sensor) the signal detemriined by whether the 
sensor is coupled to the mating element (Col 8, lines 58-60 teach sensor is 
coupled) receiving the signal in a processor (Col 3, lines 56-67, Col 1 1 , lines 1-2 
teach signal in processor) and altering a characteristic of the mobile electronic 
device based on the received sensor signal (Col 4, lines 29-37, Col 8, lines 35-37 
teach altering and received sensor signal) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 4, 10, 11, 13, 20, 21, 25, 31, 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Berstic et al. (Patent No. 6,408,187) in view of 
Kennedy et al. (Patent No. 6,377,825). 

Consider claims 4 and 25, Berstis teaches the invention but fail to teach 
the method further comprising using a default user interface characteristic and a 
default radio frequency characteristic if the determining step concludes that the 
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sensor is not coupled to the mating element. In an analogous art, Kennedy 
teaches "Hand-Free Wireless Communication In a Vehicle". Further, Kennedy 
teach the method further comprising using a default user interface characteristic 
and a default radio frequency characteristic if the determining step concludes that 
the sensor is not coupled to the mating element (Col 6, lines 23-44 teach radio 
frequency that mating element in electrical connectors and interface module). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to included, within Berstic system, hand-free wireless, as 
taught by Kennedy to modify the system that would provided to the users aware 
of connection/communication base on the location. Cite art that teach option of 
selectively couple and decouple by Hwang (patent no. 5,459,774) Col 2, line 40. 



Consider claims 10, 20, 31 , Kennedy further teach the method wherein 
the mating element is chosen from the group consisting of, no coupling, a belt 
clip, a belt pouch, a charger, a car clip, and a clothing carrier (Col 2, lines 40-45, 
lines 59-63 teach mating element which read on mating with various electrical 
connector. Cite art that teach option of selectively couple and decouple by 
Hwang (patent no. 5,459,774) Col 2, line 40. A belt pouch, a charger, a car clip, 
and a clothing carrier are well knows in the art. Cite art that teach belt clip by 
Marriam (patent no. 6,408.187) Col 3. lines 42). 



Consider claims 11, 21, 32, Kennedy further teach The method wherein 
the altering step alters an operational aspect of the mobile electronic device 
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based upon whether the mobile electronic device is uncoupled from the mating 
element or located in the belt clip, the belt pouch, the charger, the car clip, or the 
clothing carrier (Col 2, lines 39-45, Col 6, lines 45-67. Col 7, lines 1-22 teach 
mating and altering in multiple signal lines. Cite art that teach option of selectively 
couple and decouple by Hwang (patent no. 5,459,774) Col 2, line 40. A belt 
pouch, a charger, a car clip, and a clothing carrier are well knows in the art. Cite 
art that teach belt clip by Marriam (patent no. 6,408,187) Col 3, lines 42). 



Consider claim 13, Kennedy further teach the system wherein the sensor 
is decoupled from the mating element and the sensor signal causes the logic to 
use a default user interface characteristic and a default radio frequency (RF) 
characteristic (Col 6, lines 23-34 teach mating element and RF. Cite art that 
teach option of selectively couple and decouple by Hwang (patent no. 5,459,774) 
Col 2, line 40). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), 
and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 
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4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Merriam (Patent No. 6,408,187). 

Consider claim 12, Marriam teaches a system for altering an operational 
aspect of a mobile electronic device (Col 1 , lines 57-65 teach altering operation 
in communication device from audio to vibration or visual which would be 
electronic device)) comprising: a sensor associated with the mobile electronic 
device (Col 2, lines 16-19 teach sensor associated with communication device) a 
mating element associated with the sensor, the sensor configured to develop a 
signal based on the mating element (Col 5, lines 15-46 teach mating associated 
with sensor which mating would read on likelihood) and logic configured to 
receive the signal from the sensor and alter a characteristic of the mobile 
electronic device based on the received sensor signal (Col 2, lines 9-23 teach 
sensor and alter characteristic of communication device). 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Conclusion 



1 . Bajikar 



Pub. No. 2003/0112182 



2. Hwang 



Patent No. 5,459.773 



3. Macfarlane 



patent No. 6,697.645 



4. Choi 



patent No. 5,603,101 



5. Gihuly et al. 



Pub. No. 2002/0049818 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kiet Doan whose telephone number is 703- 
305-4749. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, William Trost can be reached on 703-308-5318. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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